
Context Questions 

I. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that foUolr, . 

There was a pontoon bridge across th~ riv~r and carts, trucks, anct · 
n1en , women and children were crossing it . The mule-drawn cart 
staggered up the steep bank from the bridge with soldiers helpin: 
pu sh against the spokes of the wheels. The trucks ground up anct 
away heading out of it all and the peasants plodded along in the 
ankle deep dust. But the old man sat there without moving. He was 
too tired to go any fart her. 

at 1s a pontoon bridge? Why are many people crossing the bridge? (i) Wh . 
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(ii) Where is the old man sitting? Unlike others, why doesn't he move? 
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(iii) Who is the speaker in the above extract? Why is he there? 
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what is the first question that the na~rator asks the old man? What does 
ti\') he answer? Why does the old man smtle? 

• o • o I O • • • o o o O o p O • o O o O O o o O o • 0 0 0 0 o o o o t O o t O o O O O O O O O o O O O o O I O O t o O O O O O O o O o O O O O o O O O O O O O o O o O • 0 o O o O O O t O O O O I o O o O O o o o o o o o O I O • 0 o O ♦ 0 o o o o 

··· ·· ··· ·· ····· ····· ···· ······ ···· ·· ······· ······· ······ ···· ················· ······ ··· ····· ·· ······· ··· ··· ······· ········· ·· 

········ ······· ·· ···· ·· ······· ···· ··· ··· ···· ······ ··· ··· ············· ······· ·· ······ ···· ··· ·· ······ ········ ···· ······ ·· ·· ···· 

·· ···· ········· ········ ·· ········ ............................................................................................... . 

(v) Why is the old man the last one to leave his town? Describe his physical 
appearance. 
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11. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 

He did not look like a shepherd nor a herdsman and I looked at his 
black dusty clothes and his gray dusty face and his steel rimmed 
spectacles and said, "What animals were they?" 

(i) Who is referred to as He in the extract above? In what condition is he? 
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(ii) What all animals did he own? What kind of relationship did he share with them? 
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(iii) Wha t did h e do with the animals? What forced him to do so? 
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(iv) Why doesn't the old man cross the bridge and escape to a safer ~i;~~;·· .. 
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(v) What do the incidents in the story show about the consequences of~~···· ·· •. 

How does war affect the old man and his animals in the story? e Wai 
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III. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 

"I am without politics ," he said. "I am seventy-six years old. I have 
come twelve kilometers now and I think now I can go no further. " 
"This is not a good place to stop,'' I said. "If you can make it, there 
are trucks up the road where it forks for Tortosa ." 

(i) What does the old man mean when he states, "I am without politics"? Wh­
does he mention his age? 
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ttd P<'~cribt' t lw nld mnn ·s ~1pp(>n rnncc. Wha r was he doi.ng in San CarJos? 
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tii il The nnrrntor sH~·s "This is n ot a good place to stop.·· Which place is he 

n'ftTring to? \Vb~· is it n ot 3d,-isa ble to h alt there? 
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(i\·) \\' hat ::id\ice does the n arrator give to the old man? How does the old man 

reacr ro it? 
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(v) Expla.in ·why the old 1nc1n finally resigns to his fate. \Vhat is the old m.:1n ·s 

fate symbolic of? Do you think the old man could have ch:in~ed hi~ tne? 

Give rt>asons to justifv vour a ns\ver. 
- J ... , 
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IV· Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 

He looked at ine ve ry blankly a nd tired ly , the n said , h a ving to s hare 

his worry with someone , "The ca t wi ll be aJI rig ht, I a m sure . The re 

is no nee d to bt> unquiet about the cat. But th e 0thc rs. Now wh a t 

do you think a bout the others?'' 

(i) Why does th e o ld man look blank and tired? How ca n yo u say that the 01, 

1nan n eed ed someone to talk to? 
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(ii) \1/hat is the cause of old man 's worry and guilt? 
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(iii) Explain how the story brings out the con f1 kt b e tween mnn a nd his i n nP r self 
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(iv) The old man seems to have · h . · . ..... . .............. ..... ... .. .. .. . 
given up on ts l1fr . l)o you agrrc? Why? 
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LlOW does t-li c narrator try to relieve the _old_ ma n of his worries'? Does he (v) 
1 

th t f , .:.:tic~cessful'? Support your answer w1 · ins ances rom the story proVt '-' · · '" · 
~ . 
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v. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 

"I was taking care of animals," he said dully, but no longer to me. "I 
was only taking care of animals." 

There was nothing to do about him. It was Easter Sunday and the 
Fascists were advancing toward the Ebro. It was a gray overcast day 
with a low ceiling so their planes were not up. That and the fact that 
cats know how to look after themselves was all the good luck that 
old man would ever have. 

(i) Why does the narrator note that the old man spoke 'dully'? 
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............................................................................................................................... 
(ii) What makes the narrator feel that "there was nothing to do about him"? 
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(iii) State how both the narrator and the old man are depicted as helpless by 

the end . 
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(iv) What is "all the good luck that old man would ever have"? 
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(v) The story is set on an Easter Sunday , which symbolically shows rene\1/ 
and peace. How is it ironical with reference to the events in the story? Sta 
another example of irony in lhe story . 
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